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the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 



With regard to the abstract, |x | the text is approved as submitted by the applicant 

i I the text has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b), by this Authority as it appears in Box III. 

The applicant may, within one month from the date of mailing of this international search report, 

submit comments to this Authority. 

The figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. 5 



[X | 35 suggested by the applicant. 

| " j because the applicant failed to suggest a figure 

f | because this figure better characterizes the invention 



j j None of the figures 



Form PCT/ISA/2 10 (first sheet) (July 1998) 



INTERN A^^KAL SEARCH REPORT 



International application No. 
PCT/AU03/00777 



A. 


CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 








Int. CI. 7: 


G01V 3/14, G01R 33/54 








According to International Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC 




B. 


FIELDS SEARCHED 








Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols) 


Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the fields searched 


Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and, where practicable, search terms used) 
WPAT, USPTO, ESP@CE and Keywords (NQR and Nuclear Quadrupole Resonance) 


C. 


DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 








Category* 


Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 


1 

Relevant to 
claim No. 


( 

' X 


WO 96/26453 A2 (BRITISH TECHNOLOGY GROUP LIMITED) 29 August 1 996 
See page 4 line 20 - page 5 line 21, page 6 line 24 - page 7 line* 15, 
Page 8 line 26 - page 9 line 23, page 16 line28 - page 18 line 5, 
Page 25 line 8 - page 27 line 12, page 33 line 31 - page 34 line 15 and 
Page 36 line 25 - page 37 line 33 


1,2,4-8,10, 
11, 12 


A 


US 5365171 A (BUESS et al.) 15 November 1994 

See page Abstract, column 2 line 21 - line 36, column 3 line 64 - 

Column 7 line 41 - column 8 line 43 and claims 


column 4 line 16, 


1 - 13 


A 


GB 2200462 A (NATIONAL RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION) 
3 August 1988 

See Abstract, page 3 line 10 - line 30, page 4 line 25 - line 34 and 
page 5 line 21 - page 6 line 33 


1 - 13 


^ Further documents are listed in the continuation of Box C X 


See patent family annex 


Special categories of cited documents: 
"A" document defining the general state of the art "T" later document published after the international filing date or priority date 

which is not considered to be of particular and not in conflict with the application but cited to understand the principle 

relevance or theory underlying the invention 
"E" earlier application or patent but published on or "X" document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 

after the international filing date considered novel or cannot be considered to involve an inventive step 

when the document is taken alone 

"L w document which may throw doubts on priority "Y" document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 

claim(s) or which is cited to establish the considered to involve an inventive step when the document is combined 
publication date of another citation or other special with one or more other such documents, such combination being obvious to 
reason (as specified) a person skilled in the art 

"O" document referring to an oral disclosure, use, document member of the same patent family 
exhibition or other means 

"P M document published prior to the international filing 
date but later than the priority date claimed 


Date of the actual completion of the international search 
25 July 2003 


Date of mailing of the international search report 


- 4 AUG 2003 



AUSTRALIAN PATENT OFFICE 
PO BOX 200, WODEN ACT 2606, AUSTRALIA 
E-mail address: pct@ipaustralia.gov.au 
Facsimile No. (02)6285 3929 



Authorized officer 

R.W.J. FINZI 

Telephone No : (02) 6283 2213 



Form PCT/ISA/2 10 (second sheet) (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 
Infonnafc^^Bi patent family members 



International application No. 
PCT/AU03/00777 



This Annex lists the known "A" publication level patent family members relating to the patent documents cited in the 
above-mentioned international search report. The Australian Patent Office is in no way liable for these particulars 
which are merely given for the purpose of information. 



Patent Document Cited in 
Search Report 






Patent Family Member 






WO 9626453 


AU 


48363/96 


CA 


2213568 


EP 


871895 




FI 


973453 


IL 


1 17259 


US 


6208136 • 


US 5365171 


CA 
WO 


2150459 
9412891 


EP 


671014 


EP 


1132752 


GB 2200462 


EP 
US 


277745 
4887034 


IL 


85173 


JP 


63259449 


END OF ANNEX 



( 



Form PCT/ISA/2 10 (citation family annex) (July 1998) 



